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Common Recommendations from the NAC Science Subcommitiees

NRC Report:

= The NAC Science Subcommittees universally endorse the recommendations of
the NRC Report “An Assessment of Balance in NASA’s Science Programs”
released May 4, 2006.

R&A:

* Restoration of R&A, at least in part, including Mission Data Analysis, and its
maintenance over the years is a high priority. Heliophysics indicated the least
need for restoration, and perhaps Planetary indicated the most need for
restoration. Cuts to Astrobiology are particularly damaging and should receive
immediate attention. Without scientists, there are no science missions. R&A
supports the community that conceives missions, works with engineers to
develop and operate missions, and produces discoveries from mission data.

Technology development:

» Near-term investment in technology development is critical to the future of
sctence missions. Sufficient resources should be invested in concept studies
and in Phase A technology development in each science division for the future
missions in their Decadal plans.

Mission Balance:

» Effective scientific exploration of space requires both large and small missions.
There should be a balance of large, medium and small missions specific in each
science division over the decadal time scale.

+ Opportunities for small, community-led missions need to be preserved. The
Explorer line has been particularly hard hit and needs restoration.

Stability:

» The stability of the science program needs to be restored in order to properly
plan for the future. Erosion of research and technology programs, mission
cancellations, and mission delays must be avoided. Scientifically productive
missions currently in operation shoukd be extended.

Mission Cost:

« Costs for missions in development have been escalating to alarming levels.
NASAS should investigate and mitigate this problem. Large percentage
increases, particularly for flagship mission, raise havoc with maintaining balance
in the program.
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